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ments on this steamer had been beautifully decorated
with scent bottles and plush chairs ; there was some
difficulty, however, in finding accommodation for the
hundred servants which formed part only of the vice-
regal household. At noon on February 12 they
reached Mandalay and drove in state to the Palace.
They were housed in the golden rooms so recently
evacuated by King Theebaw and Queen Soopaya-Lat.

On Sunday they attended Divine Service in King
Theebaw's Hall of Audience. The Army Chaplain
stood in front of the throne ; the soldiers were lined
up between the columns. Everybody sang Anglican
hymns of thanksgiving.

The evidence proved that Queen Soopaya-Lat
(whom the British private soldier had christened
' Celia Sophia') had proved the evil genius of her
husband, and half-brother, King Theebaw. She was
an imperious, greedy, and most ignorant woman.
From the French nuns settled in Mandalay, Lady
Dufferin obtained many details regarding the private
life of the Queen and her consort:

* They both lived in small back rooms, sitting all day
side by side on the ground, and if he moved away she
used to tell him to come back quickly. They seldom
went about the Palace, and only appeared on state
occasions in the large apartments. She was a very violent
and passionate woman, governed entirely by impulse
and caprice, thinking herself the very greatest person in
all the world, and unable to conceive the possibility of
misfortune or retribution falling upon her. She had
maids of honour and eunuchs about her, and she had a
wonderful talent for keeping them employed. Her
followers were like ants, always busy, always fetching
or carrying, or in some way fulfilling her behests. The